
CODSALL PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES

Planning Meeting  held in the Parish Council Chamber,

Station Road, Codsall on Wednesday 26th January 2011 at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT

Parish Councillors Mrs C Millar (Chair), Mrs V Chapman, R Etheridge, M Ewart,               Mrs E Forster, P Kenyon, B Holland, D Walls,   Parish & District Councillors Mrs P Campbell, J Michell, Mrs S Oatley,

Cllrs Marshall & Stovin joined the meeting at commencement of item 7.

1.
APOLOGIES


Apologise were received from Cllrs Barrow & Owen.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Cllr Mrs E Forster item 7 resident of Chapel Lane

3.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on the 12th January 2011 were received, approval proposed by Cllr Campbell, seconded by Cllr Oatley, unanimously approved by the meeting and immediately signed by the Chairman.

4.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION


Limited to 2 minutes per speaker and 15 minutes overall.

No comments on Planning Decisions or Applications.

1 member of the public was present.

Mr Stephen Skinner started by asking if the Parish Council could agree dates for the Codsall Clean Up Weekend suggesting the weekend of the 9th & 10th of April and the 5th & 6th of November.  The Clerk readily agreed to these dates.

Mr Skinner wished to comment on item 7 the various proposals by Councillor Brian Holland relating to inconsiderate parking by rail users in the vicinity of Codsall Station etc.

Mr Skinner asked Councillors when considering these proposals to recall that the Parish Council did discuss a car park on Oaken Drive field in September 2006 when this was rejected.

Mr Skinner also asked Councillors to consider the Parish Plan page 25 covering ‘Preserving the Character of the Village, Retention of Greenbelt’ and the identification of the most appropriate sites for development and that any development is sympathetic to the needs of the village.

Mr Skinner also mentioned page 26 of the Parish Plan covering ‘Improving the Village Environment’ part of which seeks the ‘development of an integrated and sustainable traffic management plan’ for the parish/village and on identifying current traffic issues, parking, speeding to report to the public sector bodies, County, District Council and Highways Agency for attention.  To encourage the villagers to walk, cycle or use public transport to reduce parking problems, reduce the environmental impact and promote a healthier lifestyle.

Mr Skinner further asked Councillors to consider that providing more car parks will only encourage the greater use of cars by residents and visitors to the village and not encourage reduction of car usage.

5.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following Planning Decisions from South Staffordshire Council were received and noted:

10/00851/FUL
Single storey rear extension




27 Wilkes Road, Codsall


Approved

10/00885/FUL
Single storey rear extension




16 Primrose Gardens, Codsall


Approved

10/00871/FUL
Construction of a church car park




The Old Vicarage, 52 Church Road

Approved

10/00850/ADV
One illuminated and two externally illuminated signs




The Oaken Arms, Hollyhead Rd, Oaken
Approved

10/00915/FUL
Erection of bungalow on land to rear (resubmission of 10/00715/ FUL)

90 Wood Road, Codsall


Approved

10/00877/FUL
Two Storey rear extension




4 Beech Gardens, Codsall


Approved

10/00886/FUL
Creation of new vehicle access and gates




27 Oaken Lanes, Codsall


Refused

10/00911/FUL
Single-storey flat roof extension, loft conversion with rear dormers, balcony and rooflights



New Mor, 59 Elliotts Lane, Codsall

Refused

6.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Resolved that the following recommendations be made to South Staffordshire Council:

11/00011/FUL
Two storey side and rear extensions




101 Wolverhampton Road, Codsall






Approval subject to no objections to neighbours

11/00012/FUL
Single storey rear extension doors and windows and roof extension


Lockridge, Birches Avenue, Codsall


Approval subject to no objections to neighbours

7. To Consider Proposal from Cllr Brian Holland

‘Inconsiderate parking of vehicles by rail users in the vicinity of Codsall Station is causing major problems both for residents and local traders.  In order to improve the situation the Parish Council are asked to adopt the following resolution:

1. That a maximum waiting period be introduced between the hours of         7a.m. to 7p.m. along the length of Chapel Lane and Broadway

2. That parking provision for 50 vehicles be created on land in the Parish Councils ownership at the lower end of Oaken Drive Field.

3. That consideration be given to introducing car parking charges for use of the site.

4. That in order to enforce parking restrictions throughout the village, the Parish Council contract with the District Council’s civil parking enforcement contractor to provide an additional 12hrs enforcement per week in Codsall.

5. That local residents, the District and County Councils be consulted upon the proposals with a view to implementing the traffic management scheme during the next financial year.

Before commencement of Councillor Holland’s proposal members sought to clarify what they were being asked to consider.  Was the proposal to be taken as one item and voted on accordingly or was it to be voted on as 5 separate items as tabled, additionally members wished to clarify whether they would be voting on accepting the proposal or would they actually be voting on the proposal.

Cllr Holland advised that he would wish each item to be taken on an individual proposal and a vote taken to support or reject each proposal.

Councillor Holland presented his proposals advising how he had determined the 5 proposals.  He recognised that there was a need to provide additional parking to resolve the problems particularly on Chapel Lane and elsewhere relating from commuter use of the railway station.  Cllr Holland believed that the solution could be in our hands not by providing a large car park for ‘park and ride’ which will only encourage commuters from further a field onto our country lanes and village roads.  ‘Park and ride’ should be down to Network Rail and it has been indicated that Cosford is the most suitable area for that development.  

Cllr Holland recognised that some of our own residents such as people from Oaken and Codsall Wood do need to travel by vehicles to the station and be able to park all day if necessary.  Cllr Holland believed that if Network Rail and the District Council consider a car park it will be of considerably larger scale and could be to the detriment of the village.  He believes the Parish Council should endeavour to retain control.

Proposal 1 would be to introduce parking restrictions in Chapel Lane the Broadway and possibly in other areas, with parking limited to 4 hours between the hours of 7am to 7pm Mon – Sat.

Proposal 2 identifies land owned by the Parish Council on which it can retain full control and where a car park of approximately 800sqm could be developed with a low cost shale base endeavouring to keep the car park as a country style car park and not to destroy the rural aspect of the field.  The car park could be utilised by dog walkers, residents as well as rail users.

Proposal 3 with the Parish Council retaining control it will be possible for charges to be introduced for parking and consideration could be given to providing residents with a parking permit (to be charged for) and consideration could also be given to exclude outside users.  Cllr Holland believed that the main centre car park which is run by and the responsibility of the District Council with a lease agreement to the Co-op, will be up to them to resolve any parking difficulties on that site.

Proposal 4 parking restrictions will be irrelevant unless they can be enforced and reliance on the warden scheme run by the District Council is inadequate for Codsall.  It may be possible to purchase additional enforcement hours, contractually either with the District Council or directly with the  District Council Enforcement Contractor.. The additional cost would be met by the Parish Council.

Cllr Holland advised that he had considered the Chapel Lane site, also owned by the Parish Council, but believed this was unsuitable with a narrow access between two properties and the field being in the middle of a residential area.

On completion of Cllr Holland presentation the Chairman asked for comments from members.

Vice Chairman Cllr Matt Ewart believed that the Parish Council should wait to hear the proposals from County Council, whilst members may wish to debate the proposals this evening the vote should be deferred.

Councillor  Holland retorted that a vote must be taken tonight and that the Parish Council has procrastinated for too long.

The Chairman Councillor Millar then suggested that proposal 5 should be considered first.

Cllr Robert Marshall the County Councillor for Codsall advised members that County Council is carefully considering the problems and a traffic limitation order is one of the considerations.  However for this to be effective the Traffic Limitation orders may need to be introduced throughout Codsall and Bilbrook.  Cllr Marshall further advised that the County Council Board had delayed its meeting until February and he would report their proposals as soon as he can.

Following a very lengthy discussion with all members making valid contributions the following points emerged:

Car park for station users may remove some of the all day commuter cars from the roads in the immediate areas, although without restrictions this is uncertain.

Restrictions on roads in the area of the rail station will only move the commuter parking problem elsewhere.

Car parking for commuter parking should be considered before placing restrictions.

The parking by commuters  do not appear to be local residents and the car park will, in the main, assist travellers from outside the area and not necessarily our own residents.

The issue of permits for car park use by residents could be costly and an administratively difficult.  

Even nominal charges on a car park could discourage its use without restrictions being placed elsewhere.

County Council Highways will need to be approached relating to access to the proposed car park for safety reasons.

Oaken Drive is a private drive owned by the Nursing Home and the rights of way will need to be clarified.

Should restrictions be introduced it would be prudent to consider a blanket restriction for all parking in the Codsall and Bilbrook area to avoid simply moving the problem around.

Consideration could be given to further site visits from County Council Officials.

Blanket restrictions on the area, and in particular the village centre and car parks will cause problems for all day parking by traders and all employees. 

County Councillor Robert Marshall asked the meeting if the former District Council garage site on Chapel Lane field could be considered for a small car park.  Councillor Stovin advised that whilst the access drive is narrow it is possible to get even the largest cars up and down this drive and the area would prove suitable.  Other members disagreed as the access and in particular the egress onto Chapel Lane which has poor visibility onto the bend .

 A vote was taken on whether the site was considered suitable:

 In favour of the site 2, against 10, abstentions 1.

Councillor Paul Kenyon felt that a feasibility study is required before moving forward, firstly to establish the extent of the problem and the size of the car park required to resolve the issues.  Then full costing on the implementation of the programme including the ongoing management of the car park including the collection of parking fees and enforcement issues.

Councillor Brian Holland then responded thanking Councillors for their views, reminding everyone that residents responding to the Parish Plan in many instances had requested additional parking in the village.

Members were thanked for confirming the unsuitability of the Chapel Lane field site for a car park and considering the various other comments, Cllr Holland proposed amendments to his original proposals to: 

Proposal 1 That the decision on parking restrictions be deferred pending the outcome of the next parking board meeting. 

Proposal 2 That the Parish Council agree in principle to the provision of a car park on the Oaken drive field site. This would indicate to the parking board that alternative parking would be available should they decide to introduce parking restrictions and provide the opportunity for a more detailed analysis of the design and costs of providing a car park.

Proposals  3, 4 & 5 to remain as tabled.

Councillor Holland then asked for support and a vote on each proposal separately.

Vice Chairman Councillor Matt Ewart reiterated his unease at moving forward before County Council (who have been working on this problem for several months) have had the opportunity to come forward with their recommendations. 

 Accordingly Councillor Ewart proposed, seconded by Councillor Campbell, that the proposals placed by Councillor Holland and subsequently amended should be deferred for 1 month, until feedback is received back from Staffordshire County Council.

Councillor Holland protested at, in his view, the unnecessary further delay and asked for a named vote on Councillor Ewart’s proposal.  

Following a discussion on the way forward it was agreed a vote was required on whether or not a named vote as requested should be conceded. 

 Consequently, Councillor Holland proposed ‘that a named vote be taken on Councillor Ewart’s proposal’, this was seconded by Councillor Etheridge. 

 Vote:  - for 7,  Against 5,  Abstentions 1. 

 A named vote was then taken on Councillor Ewart’s proposal on deferral for 1 month.

Vote:

For: Councillors Millar, Ewart, Stovin, Oatley, Michell, Chapman, Marshall, Campbell and Walls




Against: Councillors Holland, Etheridge, and Kenyon


Abstentions: Councillor Forster

The Clerk advised that Councillor Holland’s amended proposals will be brought back for further consideration at the Planning Meeting of the 23rd February 2011.

The meeting closed at 9.50 p.m.

8.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 9th February at 7.30pm


